
 

 

  
 

 

“Public places/private spaces: 
investigations by contemporary artists” 

 

Praneš÷ja Malene Vest Hansen 
 
The personal is political, the forceful 20th Century feminist 

slogan, insists on the interdependence of private and public space 
and continues to encourage vital contemporary art strategies. The 
demarcating line between public and private space follows cultural 
and social changes and is contested, always, sometimes hotly, 
with questions of gender at its core. I will discuss how contempo-
rary feminist art projects intervene in this vital territory. Particular 
focus will be on the Copenhagen-based feminist artists’ collective 
Women down the Pub. Their interventions in public space 
question notions of gender, history writing and representations of 
power, most often involving an “ordinary public”, outside of the tra-
ditional modern art institutions. 

 
Malene Vest Hansen, Ph.D. in art history. Specialized in con-

temporary art, with particular focus on feminist and conceptual art 
and theory. President of AICA DK, the Danish Association of Art 
Critics.  
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